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Address: 121 West Main Street

Historic Name: Moses and Matilda Pollard House /
Westborough Country Club / Bay State Abrasive Products
Co. Club

Uses: Present: Clubhouse

Original: Single Family Residence
Date ofConstruction: ca. 1871
Source: Allen, 1984
Style/Form: Greek Revival / Colonial Revival
Architect/Builder:

Not Known

Exterior Material:
Foundation: Stone; Concrete
Wall/Trim: Vinyl Siding over wood clapboards / Wood
Trim, Vinyl Trim
Roof: Asphalt Shingles

Outbuildings/SecondaryStructures: Shed

Major Alte rations (with dateg Porch added (1922); Shed
dormers added to rear ell (after 1921); Pro Shop added
(1995); Vinyl windows (215t C)

Condition: Fair

Moved: no[X]
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XI Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteriax&tatiorm.

Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this buildingmstdrother buildings within the community

The building is located close to the road on a level area at the base of a steep hill and oriented to the southeast, toward the
street. An asphalt-paved parking lot is located immediately southwest of the building. The building consists of a 2-story
converted house with a 1-story rear ell; several 1-story additions are attached to the rear of the former house. The house rests
on a stone foundation and rises two stories to a front-gabled roof with overhanging, boxed eaves. An interior brick chimney is
centered on the southwest roof slope. The facade (southeast elevation) contains three irregularly-spaced bays. A 2/2 wood
sash window is centered in the pedimented gable peak. The southwest elevation is five bays deep with a smaller 2/2 wood sash
window at center. The house’s northeast elevation contains an off-center, 2-story bay window enclosed with vertical boards and
flanked by two single sash windows. A hipped-roof porch is located in the north end of the northeast elevation. Round, wood,
Doric columns and pilasters support a stepped architrave, a wide frieze, and a robust, molded cornice beneath the porch’s
hipped roof. The porch shelters a paneled wood door framed by four-light sidelights. A deep, hipped-roof porch wraps around
three sides of the former house. Curvilinear, exposed rafter tails extend from the porch’s flushboard eaves. The porch is
enclosed with battened wood panels and paired vinyl sash windows with faux muntins. The one-story ell has overhanging boxed
eaves. A shed dormer containing a pair of three-light, wood-frame windows is located on the ell's northeast and southwest roof
slopes. While most of the wall planes have been covered with vinyl siding, the wood trim has been left uncovered. The molded
wood trim and boxed eaves appear intact, as does the classically-styled porch described above. It is unclear whether the bay
windows’ sash remains under the vertical boards. It is also unclear to what extent the original clapboards and corner pilasters
(visible in the ca. 1921 photograph below) remain under the vinyl siding.

Located between the house and the 1995 pro shop addition at the north end of the building is a collection of 1-story additions
that appear to have been constructed when the house was converted to use as a clubhouse. At center is a side-gabled block
attached to the house’s ell. The side-gabled block has a molded rake board and a pair of sash windows. A 1-story, hipped-roof
projection is located on the northeast elevation, tucked into the intersection of the side-gable block and the pro shop. On the
southwest elevation, a small projection connects the enclosed wraparound porch and the pro shop block. The large pro shop
block is capped with a gable-on-hip roof. Except where otherwise noted, windows are vinyl sash replacements. Doors are
pressed-panel metal of recent construction.

Although the building’s exterior is in need of maintenance, the building’s original high-style wood trim remains. A few wood-frame
windows also remain and can guide the appropriate replacement of any vinyl replacement sash that has reached the end of its
life. Original clapboard also appears to remain under the vinyl siding; further examination is recommended to determine the
extent.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) th
owners/occupants played within the community.

In 1871, Moses F. Pollard of New Braintree, Massachusetts purchased this farm property from George H. Raymond.! At that
time, the house on the property was moved to 115 West Main Street,? and Pollard had the existing house constructed. Moses
Fiske Pollard (1855-1920)2 and his wife, Matilda W. Winchester Pollard (1856—-1930),* were married in 1882 and had ten

! Worcester County Registry of Deeds Book 835, p. 244.

2 Allen, p. 150.

8 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/96538956/moses-fiske-pollard.
4 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/232911143/matilda-pollard.
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children. Pollard worked as a farmer. The house at that time consisted of the 2-story, front-gabled main block and the 1-story
rear ell.

The Westborough Country Club purchased the property from the Moses Pollard estate in April 1921, the same month in which
the club was organized and incorporated.> Membership was limited to 200 members. As presented in its charter, the club
would provide “all kinds of athletic exercises, particularly golf, tennis, croquet and other outdoor sports and....places for reading
rooms and social meetings.”® The nine-hole golf course was laid out by Mr. Howe (or Howes), who worked for the Tatnuck
Country Club in Worcester, and members were playing on it by Memorial Day 1921.7 “The fitting up of the farmhouse for club
purposes”® was expected to be completed by the fall of 1921 and a small house on the property (no longer extant) was
converted into a men’s “locker house.”® The clubhouse’s 12-foot-wide porch, added in the spring of 1922, wrapped around
three sides of the building and had “matched board flooring suitable for dancing.”'® The end “near the kitchen” was “used in the
summer as a dining room.”!

In 1945, Bay State Abrasive Products Company purchased the Westborough Country Club!? with the intent “to furnish recreation
facilities for its employees.”® Bay State noted that “the change in title will make no difference to the present [club] membership
and that the public will still be able to take advantage of the facilities.”!* Bay State noted its plans to install a new kitchen and
improve the men’s “locker house,” the ladies locker room and dining room.

In 1955, Bay State Abrasive Products Company offered the club to the town of Westborough as a gift. Bay State noted declining
public membership and that the company had been operating the club “as a public service at a loss for 10 years.” Town meeting
voters, however, refused the offer, “stating that Bay State could run the Club more effectively.”*®> Club ownership remained with
Bay State Abrasive Products Company and its successor, Avco, 16 until 1975, when the town voted at a November 20, 1974
Special Town Meeting to purchase the club.?” The Westborough Country Club Committee was appointed in 1975 to oversee
operations.
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Porch detail. Exposed rafter tails.

Porch detail. Northeast elevation. Bay window detail. Northeast elevation.
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View looking northeast.

Westborough Country Club, ca. 1921. Note original porch.
View looking north.

https://westboroughdigitalrepository.omeka.net/items/show
143

WESTBOROUGH COUNTRY CLUB, WESTBOROU

Westborough Country Club, postcard view, Ca. 1922. View
looking north.
https://westboroughdigitalrepository.omeka.net/items/show/14

3

Westborough Country Club, Ca. 1922. View looking
northeast. Rear ell now partially enclosed with later
additions.
https://westboroughdigitalrepository.omeka.net/items/show
/143
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Westborough Country Club, Ca. 1922. View looking northeast.
Rear ell now partially enclosed with later additions.
https://westboroughdigitalrepository.omeka.net/items/show/14
3

I

Westborough Country Club, undated view. View looking
southwest toward rear ell. Rear ell now partially enclosed
with later additions. Note 2-story bay window at left, which
is presently covered with vertical boards. Hipped-roof
porch with round columns remains as exit to deck.
https://westboroughdigitalrepository.omeka.net/items/show
/143
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Pro Shop addition under construction, 1995.
https://westboroughdigitalrepository.omeka.net/items/show/14
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1913 Sanborn Atlas
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Detail from 1965 Plan. Worcester County Regfstry of Deeds
Plan 7647C.

Pro Shop

Town Assessor’s plan. 2023.
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

Xl Individually eligible® [] Eligible only in a historic district

[] Contributing to a potential historic district [] Potential historic district

Criteri:. XA [ B [ C I D

Criteria Considerations: [J A [J B [OJJ C D [ E I F [ G

Statement of Significance®tacy E. Spies, Historic Preservation Consultant
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The Westborough Country Club Clubhouse / Bay State Abrasive Products Company Clubhouse is eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A at the local level for its association with
Company-owned Golf Courses and “Welfare Capitalism” during the second quarter of the 20" century. The
period of significance is 1921-1974. (*This recommendation is based on the presumption that additional original
materials that existed circa 1922 when the dwelling was converted into a clubhouse are present under the vinyl
siding and under the vertical boards.) In its present state (i.e., clad with vinyl siding and with enclosed bay
windows), it retains integrity of location, design, feeling, setting, and association but does not retain integrity of
materials and workmanship. Discovery of ca. 1922 materials may restore integrity of materials and
workmanship.

Company-owned Golf Courses and “Welfare Capitalism” during the second guarter of the 20t century

The clubhouse can be placed within the larger context of recreational facilities constructed as part of the welfare
capitalism movement during the second quarter of the 20" century. During this time, industrial companies
began to provide recreational facilities for employees as part of “a new sense of responsibilities and cooperation
between a large industry and its employees which was eventually to pervade American social ideals.”'® In 1913,
the Treasurer of the United Shoe Machinery Company in Beverly, Massachusetts wrote, “There is something
after all in industry beyond giving a day’s work and receiving a day’s pay. Intensive cooperation between
employer and employee is possible; it works to the advantage of both, resulting on the one hand in a greater
industrial efficiency, and on the other, in a development of the individual.”*® The premise was that by improving
employees’ working and living conditions, the company would benefit from improved industrial efficiency. It was
also seen as a way to stave off attempts at unionization. Employers large and small constructed golf courses
for employees. Extant examples include IBM's golf course (1940s) in Poughkeepsie, New York, and Standard
Oil's Silver Spring Golf Course (1919) in East Providence, Rhode Island. Several examples in Massachusetts,
all constructed for smaller manufacturing concerns, remain, including Whitin Machine Works’ Whitinsville
Country Club, Draper Corporations’ Hopedale Country Club (1953), and American Woolen Company’s Andover
Country Club (1923). The United Shoe Machinery Golf Course Club House in Beverly (1910) was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1982.

18 Adams and Garrettson, United Shoe Machinery Corporation Clubhouse nomination to National Register of Historic Places.
19 1bid.
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